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BIRTHDAYS JULY 

Ted Angleton 
Jean Bell 

Erin Courtney 
Liz Dawe 

Lorna Johnson 
Betty Maughan 

Ron Roy 
Heather Trumble 

A little bird has told me that one of our July 
birthdays is a ‘big 0’.  Congratulations and 

Happy Birthday 

Stay well stay safe 

CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES 

20 July—Walking for enjoyment 
No organised walks allowed 
try the South Surrey Park walk 

23 July—Book groups 
1:  Les Parisiennes 
2:  American Dirt 

27 July—Creative Pursuits 
By Zoom 

28 July—Investors Group 
Zoom 

3 August—Scrabble 
TBA 

4 August—Committee meeting 
Zoom 

6 August—Solo Group 
TBA 

Ron Johnson, President 
Welfare 

A message to everyone 
who put their names 

down for the Tallangatta trip in November.   
Due Covid-19 the trip has, unfortunately, been cancelled.  
The tour was being run by the Tallangatta Motor Inn who 
will not be running tours next year.  This is very unfortu-
nate as the tour would have taken us to many of the areas 
affected by the fires earlier this year and was our way of 
supporting these communities. 

Your committee is looking at options for tours next year 
and I am sure we will be made welcome by our country 
friends.  2020 has been a challenging year for everyone in 
many ways.  We all look forward to the day when we are 
“back on the road again.” 

FACE MASKS—VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED 
Merilyn Newnham has instructions and patterns for the 
production of washable face masks.  They are straight for-
ward to prepare and she would love to hear from any of 
you who enjoy sewing.  Her idea is to make enough envi-
ronmentally friendly masks for distribution to all mem-
bers.  The best way to contact Merilyn is by email (please 
refer to the covering email with this Grey Matter Weekly 
distribution). 

Ron’s Rambles 

Denise Boschetti is still receiving her treatment and mostly doing well. 
Helen O’Brien is also still receiving treatment for her cancer. 
Geoff Griffiths is home and going well following his knee surgery. 
Ted Angleton is finding it hard being in his care home as Ivy is no long-
er able to visit because of the restrictions that have been re imposed. 
Ron Roy has been keeping well but is back in hard lockdown at his 
aged care facility. That means being confined to his room and receiv-
ing his meals on a tray to his door. This goes on for weeks unlike hotel 
quarantine which is limited to mostly 2 weeks.  
I am sure everyone is concerned with the present situation and we just 
hope we can soon get on top of things again so we can resuming some 
kind of normality. 
In the meantime  keep well, keep safe and keep warm. 
Veronica 
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You need to register 
to obtain your 

Free travel vouchers 
Please note—at least one of our proposed 
trips for 2021 may require the use of re-
gional public transport so obtaining your 

free travel voucher will be significant. 

“Some customers are eligible for free travel vouchers 
each year. From 2020, a new opt-in process will be 
introduced and customers will need to register to 
receive free travel vouchers. 

Check if you're eligible for free travel vouchers and 
where you can use them. 

Eligibility 
You're eligible* for free travel vouchers if you're a 
Victorian resident and a: 

Pension Concession Card holder issued by Cen-
trelink or the Department of Veterans' Affairs (all 
codes, including Disability Support Pension or 
Carer Payment recipients) 
Victorian Seniors Card holder 
Victorian Carer Card ('We Care') holder 

From 2020, regardless of which category you apply 
under, you'll receive two off-peak travel vouchers 
each year if you live in metropolitan Melbourne and 
four if you live in regional Victoria. 

*Customers are entitled to vouchers under one cate-
gory only.  Only the cardholder is entitled to receive 
and use free travel vouchers. 

Registering 
If you're eligible, you must register by 31 July 2020 
to receive your allocation of free travel vouchers, and 
vouchers will be mailed in September 2020. If you 
register after 31 July you will be included in the fol-
lowing year's mail-out. 

You only need to register once and vouchers will be 
mailed to you each year, provided you remain eligi-
ble (your eligibility will be cross-checked with rele-
vant government departments). 

There are three ways you can register: 

Online 

Physical registration form - you can pick up a reg-
istration form from any staffed train station or  
PTV Hub.  You'll need to post it back to PTV for pro-
cessing (registration forms cannot be left at staffed 
stations): 

Free Travel Voucher Registrations 
GPO Box 2392 
Melbourne, Victoria, 3001 

Note: Many customers will have received a registra-
tion form in the mail with their last batch of vouch-
ers.  These have been provided as a courtesy to help 
those customers who may not have access to the in-
ternet to transition to the new 'opt-in' process. 

In person at a PTV Hub - you'll need to bring your 
eligibility card with you. 

If your details change after you have registered, 
you'll need to let us know by calling 1800 800 007.  

How to travel 
Each travel voucher can be exchanged for: 
• a 1 Day Travel Pass (for metro travel in zones 

1+2); or 
• an Economy class V/Line daily ticket*;  or 
• two Economy class V/Line single tickets* (to 

return on a different day) 

*All vouchers issued from 2020 onwards can only be 
used on off-peak V/Line services.  See the Terms and 
Conditions written on the voucher itself to be sure. 
Vouchers can be exchanged for a 1 Day Travel Pass 
at metropolitan premium stations and PTV Hubs. 

For V/Line-ticketed services where reservations are 
required, you must go to a staffed V/Line station, se-
lected premium station, or V/Line agent in advance 
of travelling. 

You must redeem and use your vouchers on or be-
fore the expiry date. 
For more information on voucher redemption, see 
the Victorian Fares and Ticketing Manual. 

How does Moses make his tea?  
Hebrews it  

Confucius say—Lady who goes camping with 
man must beware of evil intent. 

Promotional poster in the window of the local  

Chinese restaurant 

Not sure I’ll dine there….. 

https://www.ptv.vic.gov.au/tickets/myki/concessions-and-free-travel/pensioners/
https://www.ptv.vic.gov.au/tickets/myki/concessions-and-free-travel/disability-support-pensioner-and-carer-payment-recipients/
https://www.ptv.vic.gov.au/tickets/myki/concessions-and-free-travel/disability-support-pensioner-and-carer-payment-recipients/
https://www.ptv.vic.gov.au/tickets/myki/concessions-and-free-travel/seniors/
https://www.ptv.vic.gov.au/tickets/myki/concessions-and-free-travel/dhhs-carer-card/
https://www.ptv.vic.gov.au/tickets/myki/concessions-and-free-travel/free-travel-vouchers/free-travel-vouchers-registration-form/
https://www.ptv.vic.gov.au/footer/customer-service/ptv-hubs/
https://www.ptv.vic.gov.au/footer/customer-service/ptv-hubs/
https://www.ptv.vic.gov.au/tickets/myki/concessions-and-free-travel/travel-pass/
https://www.ptv.vic.gov.au/tickets/myki/concessions-and-free-travel/travel-pass/
https://www.ptv.vic.gov.au/footer/customer-service/staffed-stations/
https://www.ptv.vic.gov.au/footer/customer-service/ptv-hubs/
https://www.vline.com.au/Maps-stations-stops/Where-to-buy-tickets
https://www.ptv.vic.gov.au/footer/customer-service/staffed-stations/
https://www.vline.com.au/Maps-stations-stops/Where-to-buy-tickets
https://www.ptv.vic.gov.au/footer/legal-and-policies/victorian-fares-and-ticketing-manual/
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Our thanks to Boroondara for their support of 

our club and its activities 

Walking for Enjoyment 
—3rd Monday 

No organised walk on  
Monday 20 July, 10:00am 
Keeping active is particularly important during this 
time of restriction, but you must stay safe. 

This month our Walking for Enjoyment Group won’t 
be able to get together and enjoy a walk.  But that’s 
no reason why YOU shouldn’t enjoy a walk. 

If you live in postcodes 3125 or 3127 you may enjoy a 
walk through the South Surrey Park.  This walking 
path starts (or ends) at Verdun Street near the Rivers-
dale Rd.—Through Rd. intersection and winds 
through the park to Union Rd., and on to Arundel 
Crescent.   

As usual, a critical part of any walk is the availability 
of a coffee post-walk.  No problems here—coffee is 
available from the cafés in Riversdale Rd / Through 
Rd. shopping centre. 

If you’re looking for a pleasant walk for your own ex-
ercise give this one a try. 

Hopefully we’ll be able to start up again as a group 
before too long. 

Creative Pursuits  - 4th Monday 
Monday 27 July—by Zoom 

Elaine has indicated that she will pursue a booking 
for the group to visit the Rippon Lea exhibition in 
September—which depends, of course, on whether 
things open up somewhat and allow appropriate size 
groups indoors. 

Convenor:  Elaine Provan 

Current restrictions in the metropolitan area allow 
outside exercise but with “only one other person or 
members of your household” and you must main-
tain a 1.5m separation. 

The regulations appear to be: 
“In metropolitan Melbourne and Mitchell Shire you 
can leave your home to exercise outdoors in a public 
space, either alone, with members of your house-
hold or with one other person outside your house-
hold.” 

And 

“You should also stay close to home and use com-
mon sense and consideration when it comes to 
these activities.” 

Doesn’t expecting  
the unexpected  

make the unexpected  
the expected? 
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Book Groups —4th Thursday 

Thursday 23 July 

Book group 1 will discuss "Les Parisiennes" by 

Anne Sebba.   

In enthralling detail Sebba 
explores the aftershock of 
the Second World War.  
How did women who sur-
vived to see the Liberation 
of Paris come to terms with 
their actions and those of 
others?  Although politics 
lies at its heart, ‘Les Parisi-
ennes’ is the first in depth 
account of the everyday 
lives of women and young girls in this most feminine 
of cities. 

Convenor:  Patricia Noseda 

Book group 2’s next read is the controversial 

‘American Dirt’ by Jeanine Cummings. 

‘American Dirt’ is both a mor-
al compass and a riveting 
read“, said bestselling author 
Ann Patchett. ‘‘I couldn’t put 
it down. I’ll never stop think-
ing about it.’’ 

Oprah Winfrey tweeted: 
“From the first sentence, I 
was IN … Like so many of us, 
I’ve read newspaper articles 
and watched television news 
stories and seen movies 
about the plight of families 

looking for a better life, but this story changed the 
way I see what it means to be a migrant in a whole 
new way.” 

On the other hand, the backlash. It’s been attacked 
as ‘‘trauma porn’’, ‘‘fake-ass social justice litera-
ture’’, ‘‘a Frankenstein of a book’’. The US publisher, 
Flatiron Books, cancelled the author tour due to se-
curity concerns and also made significant conces-
sions after a visit from some of the most vocal critics. 

Why such a polarised reception? The story is about 
a Mexican mother and son who try to escape to the 
US after a drug cartel massacres their family. 

Convenor:  Joan Teele 

Recent Activities 

Discussion Group 
Our well attended discussion group on Wed 15 July 
by Zoom focussed on whether the lessons the coun-
try has learned as a consequence of the COVID19 
pandemic have been learned and would lead to the 
revitalisation of some older ‘staple’ industries and 
the prospects for other, new, growth areas for pro-
duction and export. 

The older ‘staple’ industry was that of Scouring & 
Carbonising of Wool 

We reviewed the process of greasy wool scouring 
and carbonising to remove contaminants and pre-
pare the wool for subsequent treatments. 
“Scouring” (washing) is the removal of the main con-
taminants – grease, dust, suint (dried sweat); Car-
bonising is essentially the removal of “VM” – vegeta-
ble matter.  It was noted that Australia and New Zea-
land were leaders in this field in the 60’s.  This in-
cluded an integrated system of environmental recov-
ery of wash, grease and chemicals from the wool 

cleaning process. 

The Australian wool 
scouring industry 
was savagely re-
duced in the decades 
from the 90’s with 
the growth of China 
following its decision 
to open up to the 
international  A scouring bowl 

Canasta Group July  
The Canasta group had a good catch-up with 9 peo-
ple joining Zoom with some lively discussion and 
some much needed laughs.  We will meet again on 
Zoom at 2pm on 12th August. 
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Or is it? 
It was considered the best photo of this century.   
“A lioness and her cub were crossing the Savannah 
but the heat was excessive and the cub was in great 
difficulty with walking.  An elephant realized that 
the cub would die and carried him in his trunk to a 
pool of water walking beside his mother.” 

Well, if it’s on the internet it must be true.  Right? 
However, the image was apparently originally posted on 
1 April 2018 by ‘Latest Sightings – Kruger’, a Facebook 
page that helps users “see more animals through mem-
bers sharing their wildlife sightings in real time”. Since 
then, it is believed to have reached over 20 million peo-
ple. Many guessed it was fake, but more believed it was 
real. 

Nadav Ossendryver, founder of the ‘Latest Sightings’ 
page, apparently photoshopped the image as an April 
Fools joke by combining three other images to make the 
published composite image. 

Wildlife Photo  
of the year 

economy and becoming the World’s factory.  So to-
day we see 90% of greasy wool sales going to China 
and India, having their own scouring plants. 

Simple as it sounds, the process of washing the 
greasy wool is actually relatively complex involving 

water of different temperatures, detergents and oth-
er chemicals to remove the detergent after cleaning.  
Subsequent to the washing is drying and generally 
outputting the scoured wool as “tops” which are the 
major inputs to later processes. 

Australia is left with a small niche scouring industry 
scattered around SA, VIC, NSW & QLD.  A recent ABC 
Landline programme questioned why some Australi-
an wool was shipped to China and back to Australia 
for finishing.  

Economics was a/the major influencer for the loss of 
the industry.  Comments indicated that scouring in 
China cost 28cents/kg vs Australia at $1.78/kg. Some 
commentators saying, however, that China was not 
using effective effluent control and that the tax sys-
tem operated against Australian export of scoured 
wool and favoured greasy wool. 

It seems unlikely that Australia can win back the abil-
ity to sell scoured wool to the dominant buyers from 
China & India. Setting up a local plant needs large 
volumes with very competitive pricing. 

Venison for dinner again? Oh deer! 

https://www.facebook.com/latestsightingskruger/
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Supporting, through their fantastic fund raising, 

community activities within the  

City of Boroondara 

Recently a new supermarket opened in Kew.  It has 
an automatic water mister to keep the produce fresh. 
Just before it goes on, 
you hear the sound of 
distant thunder and the 
smell of fresh rain. 
 
 
 
 
When you pass the milk cases, you hear cows mooing 
and there is the scent of freshly mowed hay. 

 
 
 
 
 
In the meat department 
there is the aroma of 

charcoal grilled steaks 
with onions. 

When you approach the 

egg case, you hear hens cluck-
ing and cackling, and the air is 
filled with the pleasing aroma 
of bacon and eggs frying. 
 

The bread depart-
ment features the 
tantalizing smell of 
fresh baked bread 
and biscuits. 
 
 
 
I don't buy toilet 
paper there anymore. 

Confucius say—Man who wants pretty nurse 

must be patient. 

Donald Trump was visiting a primary school 
in Orlando and visited a grade four class. 
They were in the middle of a discussion relat-
ed to words and their meanings. 

The teacher asked Mr.Trump if he would like 
to lead the discussion on the word 'tragedy.' 

So the illustrious POTUS asked the class for 
an example of a 'tragedy'.  One little boy 
stood up and offered: "If my best friend, who 
lives on a farm, is playing in the field and a 
tractor runs him over and kills him, that 
would be a tragedy." 

"No," said Trump, "that would be an acci-
dent." 

A little girl raised her hand: "If a school bus 
carrying 50 children drove off a cliff, killing 
everyone, that would be a tragedy." 

"I'm afraid not," explained Trump. "That's 
what we would call great loss." 

The room went silent.  No other child volun-
teered.  Trump searched the room. 

"Isn't there someone here who can give me an 
example of a tragedy?" 

Finally at the back of the room, Little Johnny 
raised his hand.  The teacher held her breath. 

In a quiet voice he said: "If the plane carrying 
you was struck by a 'friendly fire' missile and 
blown to smithereens that would be a trage-
dy." 

"Fantastic!" exclaimed Trump, "That's right.  
And can you tell me why that would be a 
tragedy?" 

"Well," says Johnny, "It has to be a tragedy, 
because it sure as hell wouldn't be a great 
loss... and you can bet your sweet ass it 
wouldn't be an accident either!" 

The teacher left the room. 
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Estate Agents 

278 High Street,  

call Christopher Ewart 0419 897 979 or our office on  

9854 8888.      cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au  

There were 11 people hanging from a rope 

under the rescue helicopter—ten men and 
one woman. 

They noticed that the rope had started to 
fray as it was not able to support the number 
of people.  They all agreed that one person 
should let go because if they didn’t the rope 
would break and everyone would die. 

No-one could decide who should let go. 

So finally the woman gave a really touching 
speech about how she would give up her life 
to save theirs because women are used to 
giving up things for their husbands and chil-
dren and giving in to men was part of being a 
wife. 

After all, men are the superior sex and must 
be saved at all costs. 

When she’d finished speaking all the men 
clapped. 

Sign on the corner of Ross and 

Weybridge Streets in Surrey 

Hills 

FOR ALL THE READERS 

Each year, on the last weekend of July, Apollo Bay 
has a “WordFest”.  This year it’s free,  online and 
everyone is invited to participate. 
Friday 24 July 7:00pm—”Perceptible” - a digital  
‘poetry and pies’ event  

Sat 25 July midday & podcast Sun 26 2:00pm—Warm 
Winter Words—interviews with authors Tony Birch 
and Michael Veitch 

Join in online at apollobaywordfest.com 

mailto:cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au
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The Probus Club of Greythorn  
is supported by the 

Marty’s Playground 
Introducing “Quotable Quotes” or Who 

said It?  

Aka Get Googling and find the authors to these: 

1. There are three kinds of lies: lies, damned lies 
and statistics. 

2. A thing is not necessarily true because a man 
dies for it. 

3. The way to ensure summer in England is to 
have it framed and glazed in a comfortable 
room. 

4. America is a land whose centre is nowhere; 
England is one whose centre is everywhere. 

BRAIN TEASERS: 
Solutions to last week’s blocks Nos. 13 through 24  

13. Two degrees under 12 

14. Double Dice 

15. I underestimated you 

16. 6 feet underground 

17. Mind over matter 

18. Backward Glance 

19. He’s beside Himself 

20. Life after Death 

21. GI’s Overseas 

22. Space Program 

23. See through Blouse 

Now try the next block Nos. 1—18 

Jokes about German sausages are the 

wurst.  

Confucius say:  Man who eats many prunes 
get good run for money. 

When chemists die, apparently they  

barium.  


